Liutprand, King of the Lombards 

Timeline

	
	712   Liutprand succeeds his father Ansprand as king of the Lombards. 

728   Liutprand, King of the Lombards occupies all of the exarchate.

739   Pope Gregory III appeals in vain to Charles Martel for help against the expansionist policies of Liutprand, King of the Lombards. 

742   Liutprand, King of the Lombards absorbs the independent duchies of Spoleto and Benevento into his kingdom. 


Encyclopedia



Liutprand was the king of the Lombards 


The Lombards , were a Germanic tribes originally from Northern Europe that entered the late Roman Empire....
 from 712 


Events...
 to 744 


Events...
 and is chiefly remembered for his Donation of Sutri 


The Donation of Sutri was an agreement reached at Sutri by Liutprand, King of the Lombards and Pope Gregory II in 728....
, in 728 


Events*Liutprand, King of the Lombards occupies all of the Exarchate of Ravenna.BirthsDeaths*Ine of Wessex...
, and his long reign, which brought him into conflicts, mostly successful, with most of Italy at some time or other. He profited by Byzantine weakness to enlarge his domains in Emilia and the Romagna 


Emilia-Romagna is an administrative Regions of Italy of Northern Italy comprising the two historic regions of Emilia and Romagna....
.

He began inauspiciously, his father driven to exile among the Bavarians, and his older brother Sigipert blinded by Aripert II 


Aripert II was the king of the Lombards from 701 to 712. Duke of Turin and son of King Raginpert, and thus a scion of the Bavarian Dynasty, he was associated with the throne as early as 700....
, king of the Lombards, and his mother and sister mutilated. Liutprand was spared only because his youth made him appear harmless. He was released from custody and allowed to join his father (Paul the Deacon, VI.xxii).

Reign

The reign of Liutprand, son of Ansprand 


Ansprand was king of the Lombards briefly in 712. Before that he was the duke of Asti and regent during the minority of Liutpert....
, duke of Asti 


Asti is a city and comune in the Piedmont , in north-western Italy, about 80 kilometres east of Turin in the plain of the Tanaro River. It is the capital of the province of Asti....
 and briefly king of the Lombards, commenced one day before his father's death, when the magnates called to Ansprand's deathbed consented to make Liutprand his colleague. Liutprand's reign was to endure for thirty-one years, marking him within the Lombard kingdom as a lawgiver of irreproachable Catholicity.

Relations with the Agilolfings of Bavaria

At the opening of his reign, Liutprand's chief ally among his neighbors was the Agilolfing 


The Agilolfings were a family of Frankish or Bavarian nobility that ruled the historical territory of Bavaria on behalf of their Frankish overlords from about 550 until 788....
 Theodo I, the Frankish duke of Bavaria, to whose intervention on Ansprand's behalf he owed his throne. Theodo had taken him in, when he and his father were temporarily expelled by Aripert II 


Aripert II was the king of the Lombards from 701 to 712. Duke of Turin and son of King Raginpert, and thus a scion of the Bavarian Dynasty, he was associated with the throne as early as 700....
 in 702 


Events...
, and the hospitality was later cemented with the usual exchange of women: Liutprand took to wife the Agilolfing Guntrud. The core of Theodo's policy was resistance to the Merovingian mayors of the palaces in their encroachments north of the Alps, concerns that did not much occupy Liutprand, and maintaining strategic control of the eastern Alpine passes in what is now the Italian 


Italy, officially the Italian Republic , is a Southern European country. It comprises the Po River valley, the Italian Peninsula and the two largest islands in the Mediterranean Sea, Sicily and Sardinia....
 Alps, which did. In the spring of 712 


Events...
, Theodo’s son Theodebert, with Ansprand and Liutprand, attacked Lombard strongholds, and with the drowning of their fleeing rival Aripert, Ansprand's faction were back in power at Pavia 


Pavia , the ancient Ticinum, is a town and comune of south-western Lombardy, northern Italy, 35 km south of Milan on the lower Ticino river near its confluence with the Po River....
.

Theodo died in 717 


Events*March 21 - Battle of Vincy between Charles Martel and Ragenfrid.*March 25 - Leo III the Isaurian usurps the throne of Byzantine Empire...
 or 718 


Events...
; under his successor the Lombard ties with the Agilolfing weakened. Until distracted by Byzantine politics in 726 


Events...
, Liutprand's chief warmaking energies were concentrated on taking Bavarian castles on the River Adige.

Byzantine wars

In his early reign, Liutporand did not attack the Exarchate of Ravenna 


The Exarchate of Ravenna was a center of Byzantine Empire power in Italy, from the end of the 6th century to 751, when the last Exarch was put to death by the Emperor's enemies in Italy, the Lombards....
 or the Papacy. But in 726, the Emperor Leo III 


Leo III the Isaurian or the Syrian , was List of Byzantine Emperors from 717 until his death in 741....
 made his first of many edicts outlawing images or icons (see the iconoclastic controversy). The pope, Gregory II, ordered the people to resist and the Byzantine duke of Naples 


Naples is the largest city in southern Italy and capital of Campania region and the Province of Naples....
, Exhiliratus, was killed by a mob while trying to carry out the imperial command to destroy all the icon 


An icon is an image, picture, or representation; it is a sign or likeness that stands for an object by signifying or representing it, or by analogy, as in semiotics; in computers an Icon is a symbol on the monitor used to signify a command; b...
s. Liutprand chose this time of division to strike the Byzantine possessions in Emilia 


Emilia may refer to any of the following:* People:** Emilia Rydberg, Swedish pop singer** Emilia Kabakov, artist, wife of Ilya Kabakov...
. In 727 


Events*Pope Gregory II condemns iconoclasm causing Byzantine Empire Italy to break with the Empire....
, he crossed the Po 


PO may stand for:* Pareto optimality* Parole Officer* Per os, Latin for "by mouth" or "orally"...
 and took Bologna 


Bologna is the capital city of Emilia-Romagna in northern Italy, in the Pianura Padana, between the Po River and the Apennines, exactly, between Reno River and Svena River....
, Osimo 


Osimo is a town and commune of the Marche, Italy, in the province of Ancona, 15 km south of that town by rail....
, Rimini 


Rimini is a city in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy and capital city of the Province of Rimini....
 and Ancona 


Ancona is a city and a seaport in the Marche, a region of northeastern Italy, population 101,909 ....
, along with the other cities of Emilia 


Emilia-Romagna is an administrative Regions of Italy of Northern Italy comprising the two historic regions of Emilia and Romagna....
 and the Pentapolis 


A pentapolis, from the Ancient Greek words penta 'five' and polis 'city' is geographic and/or institutional grouping of five cities....
. He took Classis 


Classis is a name used in several different context. They include:* Biological Class * Ecclesiastical Classis ...
, the seaport of Ravenna 


Ravenna is a city and commune in the Emilia-Romagna region of Italy. The city is inland, but is connected to the Adriatic Sea by a canal....
, but could not take Ravenna itself from the exarch Paul
Paul was the exarch of Ravenna from 726 to 727.In 727, the exarchate was in revolt against the imperial imposition of iconoclasm....
. Paul was soon killed in a riot, however. Eventually, Ravenna would capitulate to Liutprand with barely a fight (737 


Events...
).

The first Moorish raids on Corsica 


The history of Corsica in the medieval period begins with the collapse of the Western Roman Empire and the invasions of various Germanic peoples in the fifth century and ends with the complete subjection of the island to the authority of the Ba...
 began around 713–719 from the Balearic Islands 


The Balearic Islands are an archipelago in the western Mediterranean Sea, near the coast of Spain....
 to the west. Acting as the protector of the catholic church and its faithful, Liutprand subjected the island to Lombard government (c. 725), though it was nominally under Byzantine authority. Corsica remained with the Lombard kingdom even after the Frankish conquest, by which time Lombard landholders and churches had established a significant presence on the island.

Donation of Sutri

Having just overwhelmed the Byzantine 


Byzantine Empire is the term conventionally used since the 19th century to describe the Greek-speaking Roman Empire of the Middle Ages, centered at its capital in Constantinople....
 forces, though it was left to his heirs to make the final vestige of the Exarchate of Ravenna 


The Exarchate of Ravenna was a center of Byzantine Empire power in Italy, from the end of the 6th century to 751, when the last Exarch was put to death by the Emperor's enemies in Italy, the Lombards....
 Lombard at last, Liutprand advanced towards Rome 


Rome is the capital of Italy and of its region, called Latium. It is located across the confluence of the Tiber and Aniene rivers....
 along the Via Cassia 


The Via Cassia was an important Roman road striking out of the Via Flaminia near the Milvian Bridge in the immediate vicinity of Rome and, passing not far from Veii traversed Etruria....
; he was met at the ancient city of Sutri 


Sutri is a town in the province of Viterbo, about 50 km from Rome. It is picturesquely situated on a narrow tufa hill, surrounded by ravines, a narrow neck on the west alone connecting it with the surrounding country....
 by Pope Gregory II 


Pope Gregory II, pope from 715 or 716 to February 11, 731, succeeded Pope Constantine, his election being variously dated May 19, 715, and March 21, 716....
 (728 


Events*Liutprand, King of the Lombards occupies all of the Exarchate of Ravenna.BirthsDeaths*Ine of Wessex...
). There the two reached an agreement, by which Sutri and some hill towns in Latium 


Latium is a Regions of Italy of central Italy, bordered by Tuscany, Umbria, Abruzzo, Marche, Molise, Campania and the Tyrrhenian Sea....
 (see Vetralla 


Vetralla is a town and commune in the Province of Viterbo, 18 km to the south of that city, located on a shoulder of Monte Fogliano....
) were given to the Papacy, "as a gift to the blessed Apostles 


The Twelve Apostles were men that according to the Synoptic Gospels and Christian tradition, were chosen from among the Disciple of Jesus for a mission....
 Peter 


Saint Peter, also known as Simon ben Jonah/BarJonah, Simon Peter, Cephas and Kepha — original name Simon or Simeon — was one of the Twelve Apostles whom Jesus chose from among his original Discip...
 and Paul 


Paul of Tarsus, also known as Paul the Apostle or Saint Paul , is widely considered to be central to the early development and spread of Christianity, particularly westward from Jerusalem....
" according to the Liber Pontificalis 


The Liber Pontificalis or Book of the Popes is a major source for early Middle Ages history but has also met with intense critic scrutiny....
. They were the first extension of Papal territory beyond the confines of the Duchy of Rome 


The Duchy of Rome was a Byzantine Empire district in the Exarchate of Ravenna. Like other Byzantine states in Italian peninsula, it was ruled by an imperial functionary with the title dux....
. This was the beginning of the Papal States 


The Papal States or State of the Church was one of the major historical states of Italy before the Italian peninsula was unified in 1861 by the kingdom of Piedmont-Sardinia ....
.

In the meantime, Leo sent Eutychius 


Eutychius was the last Exarch of Ravenna.The entire exarchate had risen in revolt in response to imposition of iconoclasm in 727; the Lombards, the papacy, and the Italian cities all moved to eliminate Byzantine Empire authority....
, as Exarch of Ravenna, to take control of Italy. When Eutychius arrived at Naples, he made an agreement whereby Liutprand would attack the Pope if the Greeks aided him in subjugating the contumacious and independent southern Lombard duchies, the Duchy of Spoleto 


The independent Duchy of Spoleto was a Lombards territory founded about 570 in southern Italy by the Lombard dux Faroald I of Spoleto....
 and the Duchy of Benevento 


The Duchy of Benevento was the southernmost Lombards duchy in medieval Italy, centred on Benevento, a city central in the Mezzogiorno....
. The dukes, Thrasimund II 


Thrasimund II or Transamund II was the Lombards duke of Spoleto from 724 to 745, though he was twice driven from power by the king, Liutprand, King of the Lombards....
 and Godescalc 


GodescalcHis name is also commonly rendered as Godescalco, Gottschalk, or Gotteschalchus....
, surrendered — though control of the duchies from Pavia was not to endure for long — and the new exarch marched on Rome 


Rome is the capital of Italy and of its region, called Latium. It is located across the confluence of the Tiber and Aniene rivers....
. At Rome, Liutprand camped on the far bank of the Tiber in the "Field of Nero" [image: image1.png]


http://penelope.uchicago.edu/Thayer/E/Gazetteer/Places/Europe/Italy/Lazio/Roma/Rome/_Texts/PLATOP*/.. and arbitrated, returning to the exarch the city of Ravenna alone among the Byzantine territories and prevailing on the pope to restore his allegiance to the emperor (730 


Events...
).

Frankish relations

Following the death of Theodo, Liutprand turned from his former Agilolfing allies to bind himself to Charles Martel 


Charles Martel was the Mayor of the Palace and dux Francorum. He expanded his rule over all three of the Franks: Austrasia, Neustria and Burgundy....
, duke of the Franks, whose son, Pepin the Short, he adopted and girded with arms at his coming of manhood. In 735 


EventsBirths*Alcuin, missionary and bishopDeaths* May 27 - Bede, English historian and monk* Abi Ishaq, Arab grammarian...
–736 


Events...
, a serious illness encouraged Liutprand to raise his nephew Hildeprand 


Hildeprand the Useless was king of the Lombards in 744 and grandson or nephew of Liutprand the Lombard....
 to co-kingship. In 736–737 


Events...
, Liutprand crossed the Alps 


The Alps is the name for one of the great mountain range systems of Europe, stretching from Austria and Slovenia in the east, through Italy, Switzerland, Liechtenstein and Germany to France in the west....
 with an army to help Charles expel the Moors 


The Moors were the medieval Muslim inhabitants of al-Andalus and the Maghreb and western Africa, whose culture is often called Moorish....
 from Aix-en-Provence 


Aix, or, to distinguish it from other cities built over hot springs, Aix-en-Provence is a communes of France in southern France, some 30 km north of Marseille....
 and Arles 


Arles is a city in the south of France, in the Bouches-du-Rhne Dpartements of France, of which it is a sous-prfecture, in the former Provinces of France of Provence....
.

In 738 


Events...
, a long peace was broken by the rebellious Lombard duke of Spoleto, Thrasimund II. When the revolt was suppressed, with nephews of Liutprand established at Beneventum and Spoleto, the dukes fled to Rome and the protection of Pope Gregory III. Liutprand immediately began the conquest of the Ducatus Romanus, the province around Rome. After capturing Orte 


Orte is a town in the province of Viterbo, Lazio, Italy. It is located at around ....
 and Bomarzo 


Bomarzo is a town and comune of Province of Viterbo, in the lower valley of the Tiber river. It is located at 15 kilometers from Viterbo and 68 from Rome....
, he arrived at Rome and besieged it. The Pope sent an embassy to Charles Martel to beg for aid, promising favour then and in the future world: the cover letter survives (*). Gregory conferred on him the title of patrician 


Patricians were originally the elitism caste in ancient Rome. In the time of the late Roman Empire, the term patrician was a specific title given to a high court official....
. Gregory's anti-Lombard rhetoric reached absurd heights considering Liutprand's orthodoxy; the Lombard king only wanted his rebellious dukes to face justice. Charles ignored the pope's excessive charges against his erstwhile ally and instead sent back his own embassy to mediate between the two Italian powers. Before any headway was made, however, both pope and Frank died.

Death

Soon after the death of Gregory III (741), Zachary 


Pope Zachary , pope , from a Greek family of Calabria, appears to have been on intimate terms with Pope Gregory III, whom he succeeded ....
 was elected to the Apostolic Seat; Liutprand happily signed a twenty-year peace and restored the cities of the Duchy of Rome of which he had taken possession. Soon after, his reign ended in peace. Having passed more years on the throne and came closer to bringing the entire peninsula under one rule than any of his predecessors, the great Lombard died in 744 


Events...
 and was buried in the church of San Pietro in Ciel d'Oro 


San Pietro in Ciel d'Oro is a Roman Catholic Church basilica of the Augustinians in Pavia, Italy, in the Lombardy region....
, in Pavia.

Source

The main source for the career of Liutprand is the Historia gentis Langobardorum 


The Historia gentis Langobardorum is the chief work by Paul the Deacon, written in the late 8th century....
of Paul the Deacon 


Paul the Deacon , also known as Paulus Diaconus, Warnefred and Cassinensis, , was a Benedictine monk and historian of the Lombards....
, which idealises Liutprand. It was written after 787 


Events...
 and covers the story of the Lombards from 568 


Sorry, no overview for this topic
 to the death of Liutprand in 744 


Events...
. Though written by a Lombard from a Lombard point of view, it contains much information about the Byzantine empire, the Franks, and others.
LINK:

http://www.absoluteastronomy.com/topics/Liutprand,_King_of_the_Lombards#encyclopedia
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